
Creating a Blog



What on Earth is a Blog?
The word Blog is actually a contraction of the term “Web Log” and is a type of website that is a type of online diary. They usually 

consist of regular entries of daily events, ideas, social commentary, or other thoughts and may even contain photos or video.

The word has also been turned into a verb (sadly) and refers to the action of adding content to a blog.

The easy answer to this question is to search online using a site like http://www.google.com or http://www.bing.com. Three popular 
ones are: http://www.typepad.com, http://www.wordpress.com, and http://www.blogger.com. TypePad is a commercial vendor, so 

there is subscription fee involved. 

WordPress and Blogger are both free services. (Free in the sense that there is no out of pocket expenses.) These services have a 
revenue stream that is maintained by advertisements. They are established companies in the “blogosphere” and have fairly strict 

privacy policies.

Where can I find one?
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How do I sign up for a blog?
To keep things simple, let’s look at WordPress. http://www.wordpress.com

Click on the button “Sign up now”
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Fill in the blanks 

This will be part of your web 
address, so choose accordingly.

It says to triple check your email 
address. It is a good idea. A 

confirmation letter will go to this 
address.

This option is chosen by default. It 
is important to leave it that way.



Double check the Blog Domain 
as once it is in, it can’t be 

changed.



The Confirmation Page

Feel free to fill in the profile 
information while you wait for the 

confirmation email



The Confirmation Email

Follow this link by clicking on it. Each 
one will be unique. So, don’t be 

alarmed if yours is different.



You can login or view your new blog 
by using the links in this next page



Once your blog is created, you’ll be 
able to return to it by using the profile 
name created earlier. Our blog name 

for this exercise is:

http://live4squares.wordpress.com

A default post has been created for us. 
Don’t worry, it can be removed.

To make changes, login here:

Login to your new blog
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The Login Page



The WordPress Dashboard



Dashboard Components in Brief
The menu at the left can bring you back to the main Dashboard at any time.

A list of created posts can be found here.

This is where you can add photos.

WordPress Pages are static web pages. WordPress can also be used 
to host web pages. You can create Pages just like blog posts.

Comments are a way to get direct feedback from your posts. You can 
choose to allow/disallow comments from being created.

The Settings link is a page of security and other setup options. (Where 
you can restrict Comments/Discussion.)

The Appearance link lets you change how your Blog looks to the 
outside world. It includes color schemes/themes and what links are 

visible.



Dashboard Components in Brief
This window will show you your existing posts and 
pages. (A WordPress Page is a static web page. 

Some people use WordPress as their Internet Service 
Provider.)

Clicking on the any of the words here will take you to a 
page where you can see/edit content.

Clicking on the link titled Post will take you to a page with this in the window. Click on the “Hello World” link to edit it or, put 
a check in the box to the left of it and select Move to Trash from the Bulk Actions menu.

This button will open a new window to create a 
new blog post. (One of many places to do this.)



Create a New Post

Click on New Post

Click on New Post

- Or -
Enter your post in the QuickPress box.

From the Dashboard Page



Just like email, every Blog post must have a subject. It goes here.

This is where you type the body of your post. Formatting 
controls are above.

When you’re ready to put 
your comments online, click 

on the Publish button.

Posts can be given Categories for easy 
searching. Tags work nearly the same way 
as Categories. In practice, Categories are 
general and Tags tend to have more detail.



Here’s what the post looks like in the 
editing stage.



The Result with the Default Theme



The same post with the iNove Theme



Conclusion/Summary

There are far many more options and details available than covered here. 

There’s not that much damage you can do, so experiment, browse the help, search the forums, and ask around.

Three pieces of advice... Have fun with it, don’t air dirty laundry (it will come back to haunt you), and short updates posted often tend 
to be read much more than long ones posted every now and again.

Enjoy!


